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Drama - Music 
 
 

 
Narrator:            Jay's grade six students learn about Financial Literacy and develop 

their critical thinking skills by examining the cost of music piracy 
through language and the arts. 

 
Jay Major:         One of the things that I've found great about it is, it's fantastic to go 

cross curricular.  So we're not just specifically talking about math in 
these instances, we're talking about bringing in language.  We're 
talking  about  bringing  in  drama,  and  art,  visual  arts,  all  those 
different areas can be addressed with this so it's not just one more 
thing that gets piled on to a teacher's workload, it's something that 
you  can  sort  of  touch  on  a  bunch  of  different  areas  of  the 
curriculum. 

 
Narrator:            Financial  Literacy  can  be  integrated  with  many  parts  of  the 

curriculum, seamlessly. 
 
Gilbert Lacroix:  And we are giving students the tools, and a variety of tools, whether 

it being in numeracy, whether it's in languages, whether it's in 
science, there's always a component of Financial Literacy that can 
be addressed, can be integrated. 

 

 

Narrator: Students see the need to learn about Financial Literacy. 
 
Student:             It encompasses so many different skills, and I think that's a really 

good way to teach students, and it's practical, like we deal with it in 
our every day lives, so that's what I find really interesting, that it 
encompasses so much. 

 

 
Student:             Kids have to understand money now, so when they get older they're 

going to understand it then, when they actually have a job. 
 
Student:             It applies in your life a lot, and when you learn it in grade six it will 

help you all throughout your life, because it's in every day things. 
Like when you just go to the store, we handle money every day, so I 
think it's a good skill to learn. 

 
Jay Major:         Obviously, we're talking about 11 and 12 year olds, in this case, that 

aren't going to have to worry about a mortgage at this point, but to a 
kid at that age, perhaps a bank account is just as serious of an 



issue  to  them,  or  purchasing  things  that  they  are  interested  in 
buying, is just as interesting to them, or as important to them, as 
making sure you're making that monthly mortgage payment, or 
whatever, to an adult.   So I guess, sort of fine tuning things, 
simplifying for a kid's perspective, I found, makes that a little bit 
more digestible for me, too. 

 

 

Narrator:            So he knows his learners, and also takes into account the financial 
diversity of his class. 

 
Jay Major:         It's really important to know where the kids are coming from, so that 

we're  not  sort  of  shuffling  anybody  off  to  the  side,  or  making 
anybody feel uncomfortable based on what's being presented. 
Obviously, when you're talking about finances, there's going to be 
some disparity there.   As a teacher, I think that's something we 
have to be really mindful about when we're presenting these ideas. 

 

 

Narrator:           Jay worked with other educators within his professional learning 
community to integrate financial literacy into his lessons. 

 
Bernadette Smith: We have to work together as a school team, and we have to think 

about what professional development is necessary for our teachers 
to truly understand what is financial literacy.  How does it integrate 
into already good practices that are happening, and it's not an add- 
on to what we're doing.  Financial Literacy, from my understanding 
of it, really goes beyond just the money piece, just the math piece. 
It involves being a socially responsible individual, and this starts at a 
very young age, because it is understanding that the efforts, and 
what it is that we put out there, have impact later.  So if we don't 
help students to develop the responsibility that they need now, the 
finance piece could easily take over one's life.  So as educators, we 
need to help children to truly understand what it means to be a 
responsible citizen within the world, and what kind of responsibilities 
they have to make a positive difference, and to take hold of their 
own goals, and responsibilities to make a change, and to reach the 
goals that they set for themselves. 


